STAR Students
2006-2007 school year
We appreciate your

Commitment
and support !

Vision Statement

The Board of Trustees of
STAR Sponsorship
Program, Inc,/CSF FW is
dedicated to increasing
educational options for
children in Tarrant
County whose parents
do not have the financial
means to provide an
education best suited to
their children’s unique
needs.

We believe the well-
being of the entire
community is enhanced
when children are given
a quality education that
allows them to achieve
to their utmost ability.
Therefore, we intend,
wherever possible, to
encourage partnerships
with schools, parents,
community
organizations and
concerned citizens in
supporting its children

to achieve the American

STAR/CSF-FW Times

A Christmas Wish...
by Patty Myers, Executive Director

“What do you want for
Christmas?” This is a question
many parents ask their children
as they prepare for the holiday
each year. In pondering this
question, please think about
our students and the impor-
tance of their educational jour-
ney! Close to 1,000 students
have been touched by your
wonderful monetary gifts and
equally precious time and for
this we are very grateful.

You make their academic
journey possible! You allow us
to say yes to par-
ents who are
struggling finan-
cially but who
know their chil-
dren need more
M in education. You

give these stu-
dents and their parents hope
for a brighter future. These
parents try their best to make
sure their children are perform-
ing to their best capabilities and
require them to uphold the
standards we request. The stu-
dents don't always “make the
mark”, but they know what is
expected of them and they try
their best to rise to the occasion.
Much more often than not, they
succeed. This is a life skill they
learn while being a STAR stu-

dent. Many times principals of
schools call and tell us how
special our students are and
what leaders they are in the
classrooms and their schools. It
makes us proud to be a part of
their lives.

One dear
family needs to
be highlighted
as a very spe-
cial story. It
involves three
fine young men and their single
mother. We gave a scholarship
to two boys initially because we
have a maximum of two STAR
scholarships per family. It was
a pleasure to observe their re-
port cards each quarter and to
send them on to their sponsors.
The boys tried their best aca-
demically and their mother
challenged them to do their
utmost in all areas of academia,
including conduct, effort and
attendance. She mirrored what
we required and she pushed
them to achieve their best.

Where are they now? The
oldest is a student at Texas
Wesleyan University, graduat-
ing in May of 2007. He is fea-
tured on T.W.U.’s school bro-
chure. His interest lay in sports
communication, but he has also
found a talent in forensic sci-
ence.
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The other two twin brothers
are juniors in high school. One
was inducted into the National
Senior Honor Society last year.
He received a special commenda-
tion from the Chapter Advisor
and the school for his exemplary
performance in academics and
service towards others. The sec-
ond twin had a mountain to con-
quer in the field of Mathematics.
He began tutoring younger stu-
dents this fall to help him cement
his own learning process.

We just received word that
this twin will also be inducted
into the National Senior Honor
Society in the Spring of 2007. One
of his tutored students who was
failing last quarter achieved the
Honor Roll this period. His tenac-
ity and perseverance has paid off
in more ways than one! We are
very proud of these scholarship
recipients and
know your kind-
ness has made
the difference in
their lives.

So our
Christmas wish
is this... please help us to help
more students. Education is the
great equalizer! You can make a
difference and you personally see
that difference every quarter. It’s
truly incredible. May your season
be filled with many joys!
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High School,
College
Graduates Lack
Basic and
Applied Skills,
Employers Say

“... An October 12 report by ...
states high school graduates lack
basic and applied or “soft” skills
such as communications (oral,
written, and presentation) basic
math and computer application,
problem solving, and even basic
work behavior (work ethic and
etiquette).

Employers make decisions

based on perception and when
workers are seen as deficient in
skills, that will affect where
[businesses] look for employees
and their willingness to look out
of the [United States]. Americans
are an expensive workforce...so
we have to be that much better.

School Reform News




( Have an Old Computer’? Ietter&ﬁom a Vouchers Do Not Put studentS\
Pust Stadont. .. into more Segregated schools
Contrary to widespread claims, the empiri-

cal research finds that school vouchers do

not put students into more segregated
schools. In fact, all the available empirical
research finds that vouchers in Cleve-
land—and other similar areas—are mov-

ing students into private schools that are
substantially less segregated than the

Donate your old computer! How? Drop
off your old computers! We are giving
older computers to our V.7 < a0 U .
~.— | my gratitude to you
STAR students. Many do Q (Ya S RA Y

{ ® " |and your wonderful
not have one nad it helps J04g ;...
s T e [ work. Your generous
them reach for the stars

support for our fam-

No amount of words would be suffi-
cient in expressing

in their educational journey! Drop itby ||y has helped me in _ local public schools. The daily classroom

the office at 316 Bailey Ave. Ste. 109 Ft. |y present success. | experience of students in private schools

Worth, TX 76107! thank God everyday }-‘ exposes t'hem to better ra(:l_al mixing than
the experience of students in public

Don’t have a computer to donate? Be- that He has sent you schools.

come a STAR sponsor! We have excellent |2s our guardian angel. | will never Private schools have a much great poten-

forget you or the foundation for tial to desegregate students because they

- A break down geographic barriers, drawing
giving me a strong beginning in what students together across neighborhood
I hqpe to be a successful career. boundaries in a way the government
(Ly is a former STAR student from St. | school monopoly cannot match even
George and Nolan High School. She is [when it tries to do so. This potential is

t combining her junior and senior year [hindered by the monetary barrier that
u e n S Xce of high school with her freshman and [keeps many students from exercising the

STAR students who need sponsors! You
get to see your gift in action all through-
out the year! The rewards are immense!

sophomore year in college at UNT option of attending a private school.

'8 8 § b with the Texas Academy of Math and | School vouchers overcome the monetary
?f"-l‘.-_j-'-:'._' i g . The Ist Quarter results are Science program. She is an out- barrier, enabling private schools to make
1€ SRR in! And the STAR Students standing scholar and a shining STAR!) desegregation a reality.

4l ° are trying their very best to - From School Issues, August 2006
achieve the standards of -
academic excellence! 53 Private Schools Perform!
e visll STAR Students attained

Honor Roll status; 52 had perfect atten- . Pr%vate school students are twice as hkfely to graduate froTn college.
dance! STAR students strive to do their very | ® Private school students from families in the lowest quartile of

best in their studies, as well as in attendance, socio-economic status are almost four times as likely to graduate
conduct and Ef;”tr" Many have S:"t their . from college as their public school counterparts.
sponsors awards they’ve received, copies o . .

P yveree P e In 2003, the Dept. of Education released Nations Assessment of
school work, and even paintings they had ! j )

painted in class! Every STAR student is very Education Progress results showing that 53% of private school 8th
appreciative of their donor, and it shows by graders read at or above the “proficient” level, compare with only
their excellence in the First Quarter Report 30% of public school students.

Cards! We continue to hold the expecta-

tions high and convey the standards to the
student each time we receive their results.
Their foundation is being laid well for their dren did so. Neuwsletter of the Children’s Scholarship Fund, NYC
future!

e The same year, 43% of the private school 8th graders scored at the
“proficient” level in math, while only 27% of the public school chil-

"The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. But education which stops with efficiency may
prove the greatest menace to society. The most dangerous criminal may be the man gifted with reason but no morals. We must remem-
ber that intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus character-that is the goal of true education.”  -martin Luther King, Jr.

STAR/Children’s Scholarship Fund Fort Worth Board of Directors
Paul Greenwell, President, Co-Chair CSF FW, David Porter, Co-chair CSF-FW
Nancy Carlson - Janet Carter, Co-founder - Brian Crumley
Bryan King - Ralph McCloud - Patty Myers, Executive Director
John Pergande - Peter Philpott - Lisa Retamozo - Aaron Scow -
Michael Williams, Texas Railroad Commissioner
316 Bailey Ave. Ste. 109 Fort Worth, TX 76107 Phone: (817) 332-8550 Fax: (817) 332-8825
Email: starcsf@lycos.com Website: http://www.starcsffw.org

“Kids deserve a quality education. Shouldn’t every child have the chance to succeed? Shouldn’t every parent have the right to
choose the school they want their child to attend regardless of how much money they have?”

\ John Stossel, anchor of ABC’s 20/20 /
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